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INTRODUCTION 

Donkeys, often overlooked in comparison to other 
domesticated animals like horses or cattle, have 
played a crucial role in human societies for 
centuries. Their contributions to agriculture, 
transport, medicine, and even cultural practices 
are as diverse as the regions in which they are 
found. While donkeys are traditionally seen as 
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played a crucial role in human societies for 
centuries. Their contributions to agriculture, 
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hardworking, humble animals, their true value 
extends far beyond their status as beasts of 
burden. As resilient and adaptable creatures, 
donkeys have earned their place in both r
urban landscapes, especially in regions where 
environmental conditions are harsh, and 
infrastructure is lacking.
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In rural areas, donkeys provide invaluable support 
to farming communities, often in regions that face 
geographic challenges such as mountainous 
terrain or limited access to mechanized farming 
tools(Mitchell, 2018). Their ability to thrive in 
environments where other livestock may struggle 
makes them indispensable for tasks such as 
plowing fields, transporting goods, fetching water, 
and aiding in transhumance—the seasonal 
migration of livestock (M Aroua, Fatica, Ben 
Said, Mahouachi, & Salimei, 2024). In countries 
across Africa, Asia, and the Mediterranean, 
donkeys have been integral to the survival of rural 
economies, providing critical labor where it is 
most needed (Camillo et al., 2018; Raw, Collins, 
& Burden, 2024; Rodrigues, Raw, Santurtun, 
Cooke, & Clancy, 2021). 

In addition to their practical contributions, 
donkeys are also deeply embedded in cultural and 
religious traditions (Volsche et al., 2024; Watson 
et al., 2020). They are revered in many societies 
for their strength, resilience, and role in sustaining 
livelihoods. For example, in the Mediterranean 
region, donkeys have long been a part of 
agricultural practices and have played a role in 
preserving the region's unique landscapes and 
biodiversity (Segarra, Fernàndez-Martínez, & 
Araus, 2023). Similarly, in African and Middle 
Eastern cultures, donkeys are often associated 
with both practical utility and spiritual 
significance, as they are seen as symbols of 
humility, endurance, and service (M. Geiger & A. 
J. Hovorka, 2015; Selove, 2023). 

In recent years, there has been a growing 
recognition of the broader benefits donkeys 
provide, especially in the context of climate 
change and sustainability (Geiger et al., 2020a; 
Haddy, 2022). As the global community faces the 
challenges of environmental degradation and 
climate change, donkeys' ability to thrive in harsh, 
arid, and marginal ecosystems is becoming more 
relevant. Their capacity to work with minimal 
resources, including low-quality forage and scarce 
water, makes them valuable assets for farmers in 
drought-prone areas (Miraglia, Salimei, & Fantuz, 
2020; Rodrigues et al., 2021; Friday Ocheja 
Zakari, Joseph Olusegun Ayo, Mohammed Umar 
Kawu, & Ibrahim  Rekwot, 2015). Additionally, 
donkeys contribute significantly to soil health and 
the regeneration of plant life, playing a role in 

maintaining ecological balance and mitigating the 
effects of land degradation (Furtado et al., 2022b). 

Moreover, the demand for donkey-derived 
products—particularly donkey milk, meat, and 
skin—is rising. Donkey milk, once primarily used 
for medicinal and nutritional purposes, is now a 
sought-after commodity in the global beauty and 
healthcare markets due to its reputed anti-aging, 
moisturizing, and anti-inflammatory properties 
(Mohamed Aroua et al., 2023; Mohamed Aroua, 
Jemmali, Said, Touati, & MAHOUACHI, 2018; 
Mohamed Aroua, Jemmali, Said, Kbaier, & 
Mahouachi, 2019). As luxury skincare brands 
incorporate donkey milk into their products, 
specialized donkey farms have emerged, catering 
to a growing consumer demand. Similarly, donkey 
meat and skin are highly valued in specific 
regions, contributing to local economies and 
providing alternative sources of protein and 
material goods (Mohamed Aroua, Nour Elhouda 
Fehri, et al., 2024; Mohamed Aroua, Hayet Haj 
Koubaier, et al., 2024). 

Despite their importance, donkeys often face 
challenges related to overexploitation and poor 
welfare (M. Geiger & A. Hovorka, 2015), 
particularly as demand for their products 
increases. Sustainable breeding practices, ethical 
treatment, and the responsible management of 
donkey populations are critical to ensuring that 
these animals continue to provide value to human 
societies without compromising their well-being. 
As interest in donkey products grows, so too does 
the need for regulations that protect both the 
animals and the environment they help sustain. 

This paper explores the many facets of donkey 
importance, focusing on their socio-economic, 
therapeutic, and ecological roles. Through an 
examination of their contributions to agriculture, 
their cultural significance, and the emerging 
markets for donkey products, we aim to highlight 
the multifaceted value of donkeys. Additionally, 
this paper emphasizes the need for sustainable 
breeding and ethical practices to ensure that 
donkeys continue to thrive and contribute to the 
well-being of communities around the world. 

1. Socio-Economic Importance of Donkeys 
Around the World 

Donkeys have long been a cornerstone of 
agricultural and rural life, particularly in regions 
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where access to mechanized farming equipment is 
limited or economically unfeasible (Binda, 2019). 
These animals have been a reliable source of labor 
for centuries, valued for their strength, stamina, 
and exceptional adaptability to diverse climates 
and terrain (Haddy, 2022). Their role is especially 
pronounced in areas that face environmental, 
geographical, or logistical challenges where other 
forms of transportation and agriculture are either 
impractical or unsustainable (Watson et al., 2020). 

In many parts of Africa, donkeys are 
indispensable for performing agricultural labor 
and supporting rural economies, particularly in 
countries with underdeveloped infrastructure and 
limited access to modern technology (Fall, Diack, 
& Dia, 2003; Jones, Neill, Riches, & Sims, 2005 

). As many of these regions rely on subsistence 
farming, donkeys are often the primary draft 
animals used to plow fields, transport goods, and 
move water for irrigation. In some cases, donkeys 
have replaced larger livestock like oxen, which 
were once the primary draft animals. In Nigeria, 
for example, the rise in fuel costs has led farmers 
to increasingly rely on donkeys for transport and 
agricultural tasks, as donkeys are more cost-
effective and require far less maintenance than 
motorized vehicles in areas where fuel shortages, 
high maintenance costs, or limited infrastructure 
hinder the use of machinery, donkeys offer a 
reliable and efficient alternative(Roger  Blench, 
2015). 

Donkeys’ versatility extends beyond just cost-
saving and labor; they have the ability to thrive in 
more rugged and harsh environments. Their 
hardiness makes them an ideal choice for areas 
that experience extreme weather conditions or 
difficult terrain. In regions where cattle would 
traditionally be used for draft work, donkeys have 
proven to be just as effective, if not more so. 
Unlike cattle, donkeys can work in areas with 
poor-quality forage and difficult terrain, such as 
mountainous regions and arid zones, where the 
harsh conditions would prevent other livestock 
from performing similar tasks (Mota-Rojas et al., 
2021; Friday Ocheja Zakari, Joseph Olusegun 
Ayo, Mohammed Umar Kawu, & Ibrahim 
Rekwot, 2015). Their ability to carry heavy loads 
and work in the most challenging of environments 
makes them indispensable for smallholder farmers 
who rely on them to transport goods, water, and 

agricultural products across areas that lack road 
infrastructure (Grace et al., 2022). 

Donkeys are also vital in regions with challenging 
geographical landscapes, such as mountainous or 
semi-arid zones, where motorized vehicles are 
often unable to access (Clancy, Watson, & Raw, 
2022). In many parts of Africa and the Middle 
East, donkeys are relied upon for transporting 
goods and people over difficult terrain, where 
roads may be impassable for vehicles. In countries 
like Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Senegal, and 
Tunisia, donkeys play a central role in 
transhumance—the seasonal migration of herders 
and livestock (Diallo et al., 2021). These 
migrations often occur in areas where pastures and 
water sources vary by season, requiring herders to 
move animals across vast, rugged landscapes 
(Nori, 2019). Donkeys help facilitate these 
migrations by carrying supplies and assisting with 
herding livestock, allowing people to continue 
their pastoral livelihoods in areas where 
mechanized transport is impractical. 

Urban centers, particularly in older cities with 
narrow streets like those found in North Africa 
and the Middle East, also rely on donkeys for 
waste collection, street cleaning, and transporting 
goods. In many of these cities, known as medinas, 
narrow alleyways prevent motorized vehicles from 
entering, making donkeys the most effective 
means of transport. Donkeys are used to carry 
food products from markets, deliver building 
materials to construction sites, and even collect 
waste in densely populated areas where access for 
other forms of transport is limited (Fernando & 
Starkey, 2004). They are also frequently used in 
local trades, such as carrying firewood or crops, 
where their small size and ability to navigate tight 
spaces make them perfect for these tasks. 

Furthermore, the economic importance of donkeys 
extends beyond their labor. The growing demand 
for donkey-derived products, such as milk and 
meat, has become an important source of income 
for farmers in many regions (M Aroua et al., 
2024; Mohamed Aroua, Nour Elhouda Fehri, et 
al., 2024; Mohamed Aroua, Hayet Haj Koubaier, 
et al., 2024). Donkey milk, highly valued for its 
nutritional and therapeutic properties, has gained 
popularity in global markets, particularly in 
Europe, where it is used in luxury skincare 
products due to its anti-aging and moisturizing 
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effects (Martini, Altomonte, Tricò, Lapenta, & 
Salari, 2021). In West Africa, donkey meat is a 
significant source of protein, providing an 
affordable and nutritious option in regions where 
other sources of animal protein are limited 
(Hassan et al., 2022). As the demand for donkey 
products increases, the role of donkeys in 
contributing to local economies and food security 
becomes even more evident. 

Overall, donkeys remain a vital part of agricultural 
and urban life across much of the world, 
contributing to the daily lives of rural and urban 
populations alike (Geiger et al., 2020b). Their 
strength, endurance, and adaptability ensure they 
continue to play an essential role in a wide range 
of activities—from agriculture to transportation to 
waste management. With rising fuel costs, 
environmental challenges, and the need for 
sustainable agricultural practices, the importance 
of donkeys is expected to grow, further solidifying 
their position as one of the most valuable and 
versatile animals in human history. As the demand 
for donkey-derived products continues to rise, 
these animals are becoming increasingly central to 
both local economies and global markets, ensuring 
that they will remain indispensable for generations 
to come. 

2. Promoting Donkey Products: A 
Growing Industry 

As global consumer preferences shift towards 
more natural, organic, and sustainable products, 
donkey-derived goods have experienced a notable 
surge in demand. Historically, donkeys have been 
valued for their labor, but in recent years, their 
byproducts—such as milk, meat, and skin—have 
gained significant attention in niche markets, 
particularly in the beauty, healthcare, and food 
industries (Gordon, 2017). These products are 
becoming increasingly sought after due to their 
reputed health benefits, versatility, and sustainable 
production methods. This growing interest in 
donkey products offers significant economic 
opportunities for rural communities and has the 
potential to create new industries, particularly in 
countries where donkey farming has traditionally 
been a secondary or supplementary source of 
income. 

Among the most sought-after donkey-derived 
products, donkey milk stands out for its 

remarkable health and beauty benefits. Rich in 
bioactive compounds such as immunoglobulins, 
lysozyme, lactoferrin, and omega-3 fatty acids, 
donkey milk has been used for centuries in 
traditional medicine (M Aroua et al., 2024). Its 
use dates back to ancient civilizations, where it 
was valued for its therapeutic effects on skin 
conditions, respiratory ailments, and overall 
health. Today, donkey milk is increasingly being 
recognized as a high-end ingredient in luxury 
skincare products due to its remarkable 
moisturizing, healing, and anti-aging properties. It 
is particularly prized in high-end creams, lotions, 
soaps, and facial masks. 

The milk’s anti-inflammatory, antibacterial, and 
antioxidant properties make it a natural remedy for 
sensitive or irritated skin. It helps reduce the 
appearance of fine lines, increases skin elasticity, 
and provides deep hydration, which is why it has 
become a popular ingredient in premium skincare 
formulations. Donkey milk's potential to soothe 
and repair the skin makes it especially valuable in 
treating conditions such as eczema, psoriasis, and 
other dermatological issues (Kazimierska& 
Kalinowska-Lis, 2021). Furthermore, its gentle 
nature makes it an ideal solution for individuals 
with sensitive skin or allergies to more common 
dairy sources like cow's milk. 

In addition to its cosmetic benefits, donkey milk is 
gaining recognition for its nutritional value. The 
composition of donkey milk closely resembles 
that of human breast milk (Mohamed Aroua et al., 
2018), which has led to its increasing use as an 
alternative to cow's milk. Its high levels of lactose, 
proteins, and fats make it easily digestible, making 
it particularly beneficial for infants who are unable 
to consume breast milk. In regions where access 
to breast milk is limited—such as areas 
experiencing breastfeeding challenges or regions 
with low rates of breast milk availability—donkey 
milk is regarded as an important and highly 
nutritious alternative. It has been used as a food 
source for infants and young children, providing 
essential nutrients for growth and development 
(Madhusudan et al., 2017). 

The growing demand for donkey milk, 
particularly in European markets like France and 
Italy, has led to the establishment of specialized 
donkey farms that cater to this demand. These 
farms are carefully regulated to ensure the highest 
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quality of milk production, providing a sustainable 
source of income for local farmers and stimulating 
rural economies. As donkey milk is recognized 
not only for its nutritional and therapeutic 
properties but also for its environmental 
sustainability, it has carved out a niche within the 
broader market for natural and organic products. 

Beyond milk, other donkey products have found 
important uses in both local and global markets. In 
parts of Asia, especially in China, donkey skins 
are highly valued for the production of leather 
goods. Donkey leather is prized for its durability 
and quality, making it a sought-after material for 
fashion items such as shoes, bags, and clothing 
accessories. The demand for high-quality leather 
products, especially in emerging markets, has 
contributed to a steady market for donkey skins 
(Binda, 2019). These leather products are not only 
considered fashionable but are also valued for 
their environmental sustainability compared to 
synthetic materials. 

In many parts of Africa, donkey meat is also 
highly regarded as a rich source of animal protein. 
In West Africa and parts of Tchad, donkey meat is 
a popular delicacy, often consumed during 
celebrations or important social events(Mitchell, 
2018). The meat is lean and protein-rich, offering 
a nutritious alternative to more common meats 
like beef or goat. For communities where other 
sources of meat may be scarce or expensive, 
donkey meat provides an affordable and 
accessible option. The demand for donkey meat, 
particularly in countries with large populations of 
rural farmers or pastoralists, has helped create a 
more diversified local economy, offering new 
opportunities for farmers who breed donkeys 
primarily for milk, meat, or leather production. 

As global markets expand and consumer 
preferences continue to shift towards more 
sustainable, ethical products, the promotion of 
donkey-derived products has the potential to 
generate significant income for rural farmers. By 
diversifying income streams through donkey 
farming, communities can reduce their reliance on 
traditional livestock or crop farming alone. This 
diversification helps stabilize local economies, 
especially in regions where other farming 
practices may face challenges due to 
environmental changes, climate impacts, or 
market fluctuations. 

The increasing demand for donkey products is not 
just an opportunity for local farmers but also for 
the global economy. By creating markets for 
donkey-derived goods such as milk, meat, and 
leather, rural communities can tap into high-value, 
niche markets that support sustainable 
development and provide alternative income 
sources. This growing industry has the potential to 
help revitalize rural economies, particularly in 
countries with high donkey populations but 
limited infrastructure. Additionally, as consumer 
demand for ethical, natural, and organic products 
continues to rise, donkey farming can be 
positioned as a sustainable and eco-friendly 
farming practice. 

The expansion of the donkey farming industry can 
also create new jobs and opportunities for 
entrepreneurs, ranging from the production of 
donkey milk and related products to leather goods 
and meat processing. As demand for these 
products grows, further innovation in the sector 
may lead to the development of new applications, 
such as donkey milk-based nutritional 
supplements or medicinal products. These 
innovations can help create more sustainable 
supply chains and increase the profitability of 
donkey farming while maintaining animal welfare 
standards (Jasinski, 2021). 

3. Donkeys and Climate Change: A 
Critical Role in Sustainability 

As the effects of climate change continue to 
intensify, regions across the globe are grappling 
with more frequent and severe droughts, 
desertification, and soil erosion. In many of these 
areas, the ability to maintain productive 
agricultural systems and healthy ecosystems is 
becoming increasingly difficult. With their unique 
resilience and adaptability, donkeys are emerging 
as a key tool in sustainable land management, 
especially in environments where other forms of 
livestock or farming practices would falter. Their 
capacity to thrive in harsh conditions and 
contribute to ecological restoration makes them a 
vital resource in mitigating the effects of climate 
change (Goulder, 2018). 

Donkeys are particularly well-suited for survival 
in arid, semi-arid, and mountainous regions—
environments that are highly vulnerable to climate 
change (Bulliet, 2024). These animals have 
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evolved to endure tough conditions, with a 
remarkable ability to graze on low-quality forage 
that other animals may find unpalatable 
(Hlatshwayo, 2023). Their digestive systems are 
efficient at extracting the nutrients from rough 
vegetation, allowing them to survive in areas 
where pasture quality is low, and water is scarce 
(Martin-Rosset et al., 2015). In contrast to more 
sensitive livestock, donkeys can function on 
minimal resources, such as dry grasses, shrubs, 
and other fibrous plants, making them ideal 
animals for farming in regions where other 
livestock would struggle to thrive. 

Their minimal water requirements further enhance 
their ability to adapt to drought-prone 
environments. While cattle, sheep, and goats need 
regular access to water and high-quality forage to 
perform well, donkeys can survive in areas where 
these resources are not as readily available. This 
makes donkeys an essential livestock option for 
farmers facing the increasing unpredictability of 
water availability due to climate change. 

Donkeys’ ability to thrive in challenging 
conditions allows farmers in regions facing 
desertification or prolonged droughts to maintain 
their agricultural productivity(IFAD, 2021). By 
incorporating donkeys into farming systems, 
pastoralists and smallholder farmers can increase 
resilience to climate-induced stresses, ensuring 
that essential agricultural tasks such as transport 
and plowing continue even when resources are 
limited. 

Donkeys play an essential role in the sustainable 
management of pastoral systems, particularly in 
regions where livestock farming is the primary 
livelihood. By integrating donkeys into mixed-
species grazing systems, farmers can diversify 
their livestock, which reduces the pressure on any 
single species and promotes more sustainable 
grazing practices (Swai & Bwanga, 2008). This 
diversification enables pastoralists to adapt more 
effectively to changing environmental conditions 
while better managing their land resources. 

One of the significant advantages of using 
donkeys in pastoral systems is their ability to 
alleviate grazing pressure on sensitive ecosystems 
(Segarra et al., 2023). In many areas, overgrazing 
by cattle or goats can lead to soil erosion, loss of 
vegetation, and degradation of pasturelands. 
Donkeys, on the other hand, are less reliant on 

high-quality grasses and can graze on tougher 
vegetation, making them less likely to overgraze 
the land. Their unique grazing habits allow them 
to coexist more harmoniously with other grazing 
animals and help reduce strain on pasturelands. 

Through careful management of donkey 
populations, pastoralists can maintain healthy 
grazing patterns and avoid the negative effects of 
overgrazing (Gezahegn, 2006). Rotating grazing 
areas and incorporating donkeys into these 
rotations give the land time to rest and regenerate, 
ensuring that pasturelands remain productive and 
resilient (Dagar & Gupta, 2020). This rotational 
grazing system helps preserve soil health, reduce 
erosion, and improve plant diversity, leading to a 
more sustainable and resilient land-use system. 
Furthermore, in regions where water and forage 
resources are limited, this method of grazing 
management allows farmers to make the most 
efficient use of available land while minimizing 
the risk of land degradation. 

In agro-pastoral systems, the integration of 
donkeys into farming practices enhances land 
productivity in a sustainable and climate-resilient 
way (Ojango et al., 2023). Donkeys can assist 
with plowing, transportation, and transhumance, 
reducing the reliance on mechanized equipment, 
which is often costly, inefficient, and 
unsustainable, especially in rural areas(Roger 
Blench, Chapman, & Slaymaker, 2003). They help 
with tilling the soil, facilitating crop planting, and 
transporting water and harvests, all while reducing 
the environmental impact of farming activities. 

Additionally, donkeys contribute to carbon 
sequestration in soil (Furtado et al., 2022a). Their 
grazing encourages the growth of new shoots and 
grasses, which capture and store carbon from the 
atmosphere. Healthy, regenerating plant life plays 
a crucial role in mitigating climate change by 
acting as a carbon sink, and donkeys support this 
process by promoting plant growth and improving 
soil structure. This ecological service is especially 
valuable in areas where soil health has been 
compromised by deforestation, overgrazing, or 
other forms of environmental degradation, further 
emphasizing the importance of donkeys in 
sustainable land management (Mwinuka, 2021). 

4. Donkey’s Role and Positive Effects in 
the Mediterranean Region 
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The Mediterranean region, characterized by its 
hot, dry summers and mild, wet winters, presents 
distinct challenges for agriculture and land 
management due to its rugged terrain, uneven 
landscapes, and limited access to modern farming 
equipment. In this context, donkeys have played a 
crucial role for centuries(Mitchell, 2018). Their 
strength, agility, and adaptability make them 
indispensable partners in agricultural practices. In 
areas where mechanized machinery struggles with 
steep slopes and narrow paths, donkeys are 
essential for tasks like transporting goods, clearing 
brush, and cultivating crops(Wickham, 2023). 
Their compact size and surefootedness make them 
ideal for navigating the rocky, challenging terrains 
of olive groves and vineyards, where they help 
maintain productivity by carrying heavy loads. In 
regions with limited access to motorized 
equipment, donkeys perform vital labor-intensive 
tasks, such as transporting harvested crops to 
processing areas or markets, especially in places 
with poor road infrastructure(Panel, 2020). 
Furthermore, donkeys contribute significantly to 
the ecological health of Mediterranean landscapes 
by grazing on invasive species, preventing their 
overgrowth and supporting the regeneration of 
native plant species (Simberloff, 2013). Their 
selective grazing helps preserve plant diversity, 
reduce land degradation, and combat soil erosion, 
which is a growing concern in areas like Greece, 
Italy, and Spain. Additionally, donkeys’ droppings 
serve as a natural fertilizer, enriching the soil and 
enhancing its fertility, which supports plant 
growth and combats the negative effects of 
overgrazing and environmental degradation 
(Pânzaru et al., 2024). By promoting plant 
regeneration, reducing soil erosion, and 
supporting biodiversity, donkeys are integral to 
the region’s sustainable land management and 
resilience, especially as the Mediterranean faces 
the increasing impacts of climate change. 

5. Therapeutic Importance of Donkeys 

Donkeys have long been valued for their 
therapeutic properties, particularly in regions 
where access to modern healthcare is limited 
(Gameiro & Quet, 2023). In parts of Africa, the 
Middle East, and Asia, donkey-derived products, 
especially donkey milk, have been used in 
traditional medicine to treat various ailments. 

Donkey milk, renowned for its rich content of 
bioactive compounds such as proteins, fats, 
immunoglobulin, and lactoferrin, has been an 
essential remedy for conditions like respiratory 
infections, gastrointestinal issues, and skin 
ailments (Vincenzetti, Pucciarelli, Polzonetti, & 
Polidori, 2017). Its therapeutic potential is 
attributed to its unique composition, providing 
nourishment and supporting immune health. With 
a high content of immunoglobulin’s, it acts as a 
natural immune booster, and its low allergenic 
potential compared to cow's milk makes it suitable 
for individuals with sensitivities. In areas where 
medical supplies are scarce, donkey milk has been 
a crucial resource for treating minor health 
complaints, and it has even served as a substitute 
for breast milk in some communities. 
 
In modern healthcare and the cosmetics industry, 
donkey milk is gaining increasing recognition for 
its skin-healing properties. Scientific research has 
validated many of its historical uses, particularly 
for treating dermatological issues like eczema, 
psoriasis, acne, and dry skin. Its anti-inflammatory 
and antibacterial properties make it an effective 
remedy for irritated or inflamed skin, while its 
rich moisturizing ability helps restore the skin's 
natural barrier(M Aroua et al., 2024).  
Beyond skincare, donkey milk's therapeutic 
potential is being studied for chronic health 
conditions and autoimmune diseases. It has shown 
promise in boosting the immune system and 
regulating immune responses, making it a 
potential treatment for conditions like rheumatoid 
arthritis, lupus, and other autoimmune diseases. 
Preliminary research also suggests that donkey 
milk’s immunoglobulin’s and lactoferrin may help 
combat cancer cells by enhancing the body’s 
immune response and providing antioxidant 
benefits(Khan et al., 2024). Donkey milk’s role in 
promoting health and wellness continues to be 
explored, highlighting its diverse and growing 
therapeutic potential. 

Conclusion 
Donkeys are much more than just animals of 
burden; they are essential to the socio-economic, 
cultural, and ecological fabric of many societies 
around the world. Their resilience, versatility, and 
adaptability make them indispensable in regions 
where other livestock or machinery cannot thrive. 
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As interest in donkey-derived products such as 
milk, meat, and skin continues to grow, these 
animals are becoming key players in global 
industries, supporting local economies and 
fostering sustainable development. Moreover, 
their role in climate change mitigation and 
ecosystem conservation is increasingly 
recognized, particularly in regions vulnerable to 
environmental degradation. By promoting the 
sustainable breeding and ethical use of donkeys, 
we can ensure that these remarkable animals 
continue to contribute to both human well-being 
and environmental sustainability for generations 
to come. 
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